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Abstract

National Rights Recovery Movement and Heroic Struggle of

Pyun Kang-ryul

Park kyung

Pyun Kang-ryul joined the Korean Independence Movement in 1907 at
the age of 16, starting with the Righteous Army led by Lee Kang-nyun.
He returned home when he was injured in the Yangju Battle in Gyeonggi
Province, and judging that it would be difficult to regain sovereignty only
by the struggle of righteous armies, he entered Soongsil School in order
to participate in the Patriotic Enlightenment Movement which was being
actively promoted in the provinces such as Pyeongan and Hwanghae, and
he extended his activities by joining Shinminhoe. However, soon after he
joined Shinminhoe, he was embroiled in the Korean Conspiracy Case which
was in fact fabricated by the Imperial Japan and was put into prison.

Pyun Kang-ryul took this case as a momentum to fortify his strong
commitment to the Korean independence, and started a preparation for a
new independence movement. Once out of Seodaemun Prison in 1914, he
went to his ancestral home of Gimcheon in North Gyeongsang Province to
prepare for an armed struggle and was actively involved with
Daehan-Kwangbokhoe which had been organized in 1915 in the city of
Daegu. In 1918, he went back to his hometown to lead the March I1st
Movement in Yeonbaek, Hwanghae Province. After the March 1st
Movement, he joined a secret armed organization called Jubidan in
Hwanghae Province, which was controlled by the Korean Provisional
Government based in Shanghai, and he led the armed struggle as the
representative of Anak Gun. But he was once again detained in Haeju
Prison in 1920 for one year and two months on charges of hiding Tongnip
Shinmun, the mouthpiece of the Korean Provisional Government, and

collecting war funds.



When he was out of jail in January 1922, Pyun Kang-ryul went to
Manchuria as an exile in November 1922 in order to take part in the
Korean National Representatives’ Meeting in Shanghai. However, the
meeting did not happen and being disappointed by the breakdown of the
meeting, Pyun organized Uisungdan in Shanhaiguan in July 1923 with the
aim of Heroic Struggle.

Uisungdan fought against the Japanese and pro-Japanese Koreans with
strenuous activities such as collecting war funds and attacking Japanese
government offices, centering Middle Manchuria including Jilin and
Changchun. It expanded 1its forces by establishing an organization
networking with other provinces, and at the same time tried to sneak into
Korea preparing activities such as the bomb explosion case.

In addition, Pyun Kang-ryul made a variety of efforts to improve the
living standard of the peasant Koreans who were living in difficulties in
Middle Manchuria, while being actively involved in the integration of
independence movement organizations in the whole area of Manchuria with
Yang Ki-tak who was the adviser of Uisungdan, and also he greatly
influenced the organization of Jeongeuibu.

Pyun Kang-ryul was arrested in Harbin in July 1924 after a tip—off from
a spy who infiltrated Uisungdan as a member. He went through a legal
battle for six months, but was eventually sentenced to seven years in
prison. He was put in solitary confinement and was serving time in
Shinuiju Prison when his health deteriorated and was bailed out in April
1927. However, his health did not get better and he died for his country
at a young age of 38, ending his involvement in the Korean Independence
Movement of 20 years which had started in 1907.
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