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& Abstract

A Study on the Aspects and Characteristics of
the Japanese Court's Judgments on the Korean

Righteous Army(1906~1910)

Kim, Hang—ki

The Japanese Empire suppressed the Hongju Righteous Army in 1906, and
it has leamnt the necessity of acquiring the judicial authority of Korea from
the Korean Empire, in order to deal with the problem of the captured
participants of the righteous army during the suppression operation, When
the Japanese Empire gained control of the court of law, it made a decision
to punish the participants of the Hongju Righteous Army for treason,
burglary, and riot, At that time, prisoners that are related to the righteous
army usually were punished rather for burglary than treason, The 7th month
of 1907 was the starting point of the increasing rate of burglary punishment
for the captured participants in comparison with treasonable crimes,

The Japanese Empire intented to treat the righteous army participants as
a common criminal who did not have any political intentions, This was
because the righteous army arose from the 13 provinces asked all the
legations in Korea to recognize them as a belligerent community, If the
righteous army was regarded as a belligerent community, the Japanese
Empire had to deal with them according to the rules of engagement by
international law, Ito Hirobumi, who was aware of this, regulated the

righteous army as a mob and thereby the captured participants of the
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righteous army were started to be punished for a general offense such as
burglary, not for a political offense, Around the same time, during the
revision of Penal Code, a charge of rioting is added and the Prison Law was
newly set up to conduct penal labour, as well, These can be regarded as an
evidence of the Japanese Empire’s intention,

Through the execution of criminal jurisdiction, the Japanese Empire
regulated the righteous army as a common crime, in order to propagandize
the international community that Korea was in a state of peace, As a result,
the righteous army participants were treated as a violater of a general
offense, not a political offense, And thereby the significance of the righteous
army was also dismissed as an invasion of individual benefit and protection
of the law, This is how the Japanese Empire justified their suppression
operations against the righteous army, And, while treating the righteous army
participants as a violator of a general offense, it still applied burglary crime
for the punishment of them in order to inflict heavier penalty than rebellion

crime,

Key Words : Residency-General(ff5){f), Righteous Armies(£:f%), treason,
Political Offense, General Offense, Penal Code(JfliZik4), Ito

Hirobumi



